military operations, its impact has and continues to be far more widespread. Indeed, it is not just close US allies -drawn to emulate US military thinking for political, strategic and operational reasons -that adopted and transformed military procurement, doctrine and tactics based on the RMA concept, but also US peer competitors, certain "rising powers", as well as potential adversaries as they set about responding to changes in US thinking and doctrine and apparent post-Cold War military requirements. Neither has the impact of the RMA been felt by all at the same time or in the same way. For some states the impact of new information and communications capabilities and associated sophisticated and "smart" conventional weaponry began as far back as the 1970s, for many it was intrinsically linked with "lessons" of the 1991 Gulf War, while for others it has been and continues to be a constant background pressure vying for influence over the past two decades. Different states and their respective militaries have experienced these new pressures in different ways due to political, budgetary, cultural and operational reasons. Consequently, as the chapters in this book show, the RMA is best considered as a holistic, global concept that continues to shape the way nations conceptualize, plan and fight wars and ensure their security.
The central objectives of this collection are therefore threefold; (1) to re-engage with the RMA debate some twenty five years after its zenith in the early 1990s, examine how RMA-type thinking has evolved, and to reconsider its lasting impact and influence on how modern militaries think, plan and fight wars; (2) to broaden the focus of the analysis beyond just the US and a handful of its key allies in order to look at how the RMA was interpreted, understood and reacted to by a variety of different actors across the globe; and (3) the collection seeks to consider what lessons can be learned from the experience of the past three decades, and what this means for the future of warfare and the thinking, practice and doctrine that will underpin this.
The RMA: genesis, key components and debate
Despite its ubiquity and prominence during the 1990s and early 2000s, the notion, specifics and genesis of a Revolution in Military Affairs remains somewhat nebulous, and continues to drive a heated and passionate debate. Indeed, the idea of a military revolution is nothing new, and history is littered with periods where changes in military technology or doctrine appear to represent a break from the past.
2 In 1955 for example, historian Michael Roberts gave a speech at Queen's University Belfast
